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12 EDITORIAL PAGE The Richmond News Leader Friday, February 27, 1959 
Distributed as a public service by the Association of Citizens' Councils, Greenwood, Mississippi 
JOIN YOUR LOCAL CITIZENS' COUNCIL 
I 
Pow-Wow on 40th Street MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: 
Elsewhere on today's editorial page 
appear the minutes of a most interest-
ing meeting held in New York City on 
February 4, at the NAACP's head-
quarters on West Fortieth Street. The 
document speaks for itself, and it should 
lipeak eloquently to white Southerners. 
around the country. Subsequently, a 
group of Alabamians fonned a com-
Integration Leaders Work Busily to Influence Public Opinion 
Until this week, we ourselves had 
never heard of the "Consultative Con-
ference on Desegregation," or of its 
"Mass Media Committee." Inquiry this 
morning to the Associated Press 
elic ited a few facts, drawn unwillingly 
from a reluctant source: The CCD is 
made up of "about 40" organizations 
with an interest in promoting racial 
integrat ion. The AP's source declined 
to release a list of these members. The 
eCD's "Mass Media Committee," we 
may conclude for ' ourselves, is charged 
with" influencing newspapers, maga-
zines, press associations, and radio-TV 
nehvorks in behalf of the integration 
cause. In a free country, this is cer-
tainly anybody's priv ilege, and there 
ought not to be any particular secret 
about what these people are up to. 
Wha t are they up to? They are a 
busy crew. 
They are distributing thousands of 
copies of a "Pogo" comic strip which 
ridicules Virginia's action in closing 
schools last Fall. They are reprinting 
a series of pieces from the Al'kansas 
Gazette and circulating some articles 
from the Washington Post. They direct 
adention to a pamphlet of the Urban 
League and a "workshop report" of 
the National Social Welfare Assembly. 
Several special assignments claimed 
the committee 's attention on February 
4. A letter was at hand mentioning 
that the Associated Press and United 
Press International are engaging in 
"race labeling." Alan Reitman, of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, is 
instructed to talk with officials of the 
\\lire services concerning this matter. 
Evidently the committee had been 
unsuccessful in planting in Life maga-
zine an article about Southern clergy-
men who support integration. Mr. 
Reitman agrees to contact Life agajn. 
The busy Mr. Reitman also will call 
upon the New York Times to suggest a 
particula l' article there. The NAACP's 
Henry Moon is to push the same kind 
of stories at Ti1ne and Newsweek. 
To judge from the waspish tone of 
Minute No.9, the famed "Carleton 
Putnam Letter" is beginning to hurt. 
This was an open letter sent by Mr. 
Putnam to President Eisenhower last 
Fall. Following its publication in the 
Richmond Times-Dispatch in October, 
the letter was distributed widely 
mi ttee to arrange for publication of : • About two and lULlf year.s ago, we are 
the letter as paid advertising in major , advised on inquiry to the Associated Press 
newspapers. (James E. Simpson, At- • in New York, a group of national organ i-
torney, 317 North Twentieth Street, , zations quietly established the Consulta-
Birmingham, is treasurer of the com- : tive Ccynference on Desegregation. This 
mittee.) Mr. Putnam, who assuredly ) body, known as the COD, has shunned 
is "distinguished" though he has not ' publicity and has issued no statements. It 
described himself as such, had nothing : is cmnprised today of ((about 40" member 
to <tl with formation of this commit- , organizations. Its purpose is to ooOrdinnte 
te.e~·· In lNs Jetter, the New York -born acti1Jities in support of racial integration. 
hIstorian, biographer, and business- The officers include Dr. Eugene C. Blake, 
/ man ringingly defends the Southern of the National Council of Churches; Rabbi 
point of view on school segregation, Abrahmn Feldman, Synagogue Council of 
and urges upon the President a recon- Arnerica)' and Father Maurice Sheehan, of 
sideration of civil rights agitation. The the Catholic Committee of the South, nll 
integrationists' "Mass Media Commit- of wlwm ser've as co-chairmen. The 
tee" finds the Putnam letter a prob- ! executive director is Arnold Aronson, of 
lem, and outlines various schemes for ) the National Com?nunity Relations Ad-
undermining the letter's effectiveness. , visory Council. Lewis Hoskins, of the 
There is much for the Southern ! ArMrWan Friends Service Cornmittee, is 
traditionalist, believing in essential ) treasurer. 
separation of the races, to learn from J The CCD's uMass Media Oomrnittee" 
the minutes of this New York com- , 1net in New York on February 4. A copy 
mittee. Two points especially bear of the committee's minutes recently came 
emphasis: into our hands. It is J'e-produced verbatim 
First, this is a coordinated effort. below. Readers will find the minutes an 
Nine different organizations sent rep- absorbing account, Uie believe . . of how a 
resentatives to the committee meeting. pressure group works. Editorial corrmwnt 
Second, this is a professional effort. appears at left. -EDITOR. 
Reitman and Moon are not amateurs 
Minutes of the Mass Media Committee of the 
Consultative Conference on Desegregation 
Wednesday, February 4, 1959 
in public relations. They are pro's, 
full-time people, and when the com-
mittee members meet on West Fortieth ~ 
Street in Manhattan they meet within ~ 
a few minutes' taxi ride of the top • 
men in the communications industry. : PRESENT: Arnold Aronson, National Commu-
What does the white South have to nity Relations Advisory CounCil; Gunther 
Lawrence, Union of American Hebrew Con-
match this? Let us attempt an answer gregations; Henry Moon, National Associa-
in one word: Nothing. tion for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
Organizations that believe in the pIe; Alex Monsey, American Friends Service 
constitutional right of ' the States to Committee; Guichard Parris, National Urba.n 
maintain raciaIiy separate institutions League; Alan Reitman, American Civil Lib-
have no co60rdination of any sort. erties Union ; Ed White, United .Steelwork-
Conservative, right-wing groups as a ers of America; Chairman, Ali Bernheim, 
whole have no unity or strength. We American Jewish Committee; Secretary, 
have no "conSUltative conferences," no ~ Harry Fleischman, National Labor Service. 
"mass media committee," no skilled ) 
and personable representatives to call : 
upon magazine edi tors and network 
officials. Is it any wonder that the 
South continues to take a terrible 
1· k' ? IC mg. 
Let us ponder these revea1ing min-
utes more in sorrow than in anger, 
more in honest conce'rn than in ; 
resentment. We live in a day of the I 
pressure group, in which public opinion 
The · next meeting of the Mass Media Com-
mittee will be held on Wednesday, March 18, 
1959 /rom 9:30 a.m. to 1~ noo·n at the NAACP, 
20 West 40th Street, New York, New York. 
Put this on your calendar and please call 
or write to let us know whether or not you 
plan to attend. 
1. Approximately 15,000 copies of POGO and 
the SPEAKEASY SCHOOLS, a reprint of Walt 
Kelly's comic strips on that subject, will be pub-
• lished by the National Labor Service of the 
American Jewish Committee. the Southern 
Regional Council, the Anti-Defamation League, 
the American, Friends Service Committee, and 
.;ix AFL-CIO unions. Sample copjes will be dis-
tributed to ceo agencies. 
2. A letter was received from Herman Long, 
of Fisk University, Director, Race Relations 
Department, Congregational Christian Churches, 
mentioning that race labeling has begun to ap-
pear widely in wire service stories in the news-
papers. It was agreed that Alan Reitman would 
talk with officials of Associated Press, United 
Pr ess International and Editor and Publisher 
concerning this matter. 
, 
3. Reitman agreed to contact Life maga-
zine again concerning a proposed article on the 
role of the clergy in the South in supporting 
law and equality. 
4. The American Friends Service Commit-
t ee is sponsoring a pamphlet on American Race 
Relations, which will be published by the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma Press. Agencies interested 
in quantities of the pamphlet should write to 
Alex Morisey, American Friends Service Com-
mittee, 1201 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 7, Penn-
sylvania. 
5. The Southern Regional Council reported 
that it will reprint the Arkansas Gazette report 
on the effect of the desegregation controversy 
on economic conditions in Arkansas. Sample 
copies will be sent to all CCD agencies. 
6, The National Urban League has prepared 
an attractive l1x14 illustrated pamphlet, "Half 
a Life," in connection with Equal Opportunity 
Day. Copies are being sent to CCD agencies. 
7. The Turnpike Press has just published as a 
24 page pamphlet, THE TRUTH ABOUT DESEG-
REGATION IN WASHINGTON'S SCHOOLS, 
which first appeared as a series of articles in 
the Washington Post by Erwin Knoll. The series 
is an excellent survey of progress in the Wash-
ington schools and should be helpful in coun-
tering the vicious propaganda being spread by 
Governor Faubus of Arkansas and other South-
ern segregationist leaders. Single copies are 15c 
postpaid; 10 copies or more lOc each postpaid; 
100 copies or more 7k postpaid; 500 copies or 
more 5c each plus shipping charges. Please order 
from the Turnpike Press, Anna:1dale, Virginia. 
8. A group of organizations in Miami, under 
the leadership of the United Church Women, 
have conducted a Community Audit in connec-
tion with United Nations Buman Rights Day. 
Copies of the folder describing the Community 
Audit are being mailed to all CCD agencies. 
9. Pro-segregation ads have appeared in The 
New Ym'k Times, January 5, 1959 and ijt the 
Wall Street JourncLl, February 9, 1959 under the 
signature of Carleton Putnam, who describes 
himself as a distinguished New Englander. Put-
nam, a Board member of Delta Airlines, has set 
up a Putnam Letter Committee in Birmingham, 
Alabama to solicit contributions to reprint his 
letter as an ad in additional Northern newspa-
pers. When a similar ad was placed by Louisiana 
segregation leaders in the N. Y. Herald Tribune 
in February 1958, We urged CCD member agen-
cies to alert their local units to such ads and 
ask them to check with editors and publishers 
about the problem. When such ads appear in 
Northern papers, it would be helpful if South-
erners WOUld. write dissenting letters to the edi-
tors analyzing the misstatemenu and errors in 
is molded like wax and the grass roots 
are fertilized from a hundred artificial 
sources. It is high time for the con-
servative South to unstuff its shirt, 
put up some real money, and adapt the 
techniques of its foes to the cause we : 
hold to be right. 
- - ---- ------ ---~- ---- ---
the ads. Where such ads appear, editOr! should 
be asked to include editorials rebutting the seg-
regation thesis advanced in the ;cIs, or at least 
run news articles (in the same issue .earrying 
the ads) quoting opponents of segregation. 
10. INTEGRATION-A CHALLENGE TO 
THE SOCIAL AGENCY, a 25-page report of • 
Workshop conducted by the National Social Wel-
fare Assembly's Committee on Intergroup Rela-
tions, features discussion of case histories in 
hiring Negro social workers, establishing inte-
grated programs, problems of loss of financial 
support by pro-integration agencies, achieving 
community acceptance, developing national and 
local policy on integration, etc, Copies of the 
Workshop Report are available at 75c each from 
the National &cial Welfare Assembly, 345 East 
46th Street, New York 17, N. Y. . 
11. Papers throughout the nation carried an 
Associated Press Wirephoto February 2 and 3, 
showing a lone N egro ~oy in Maury High School 
Auditorium in Norfolk, Va.-apparently shunned 
by his classmates. An Article in the New York 
Post February 3 reported that the photo was 
, 
, 
, 
, 
» 
» , 
, 
, 
» , 
» 
» 
phony. Photographers had beckoned the Negro • 
boy up front and took the picture. A minute 
later, the seats around him were filled and other 
kids were asking him if he could play basketball 
or football. By then the photographers had gone. 
It was agreed that it would be useful if editors 
throughout the country who used the photo 
would query A.P. on the alleged irresponsjble ~ 
reporting, and also bring this to the attention 
of Editor and Publi8her magazine. 
12. Alan Reitman agreed to suggest to Tn. 
New York Times that it carry a story concern.-
ing the reactions of students who have returned t 
to desegregated public schools from private schools t 
and tutoring classes. It was felt that such a human t 
interest story might m'ake the comparison more • 
meaningful, even in the South. Henry Moon : 
agreed to suggest the same kind of stories for • 
the educational pages of Time and Newsweek. 
13. Members of the Committee expressed ~ 
~ great indignation ov.er the way in which Chet 
Huntley had called for virtual suicide by the ~ 
NAACP on his program on The SeCond Agony 01 ~ 
A tla'nta. It was suggested that the February 8, ~ 
1959 program ought to include a genuine mod-
erate, who recognizes the importance of the role 
of the NAACP in the desegregation issue. Thil 
it was felt, could effectively explode the Huntley 
thesis that Southern moderates were only await-
ing NAACP abdication to rise up in their might to t 
support orderly desegregation. NAACP attempts I 
~ 
to arrange for the inclusion on the program of ~ 
such a moderate were unavailing. (Fortunately, ~ 
Roy Wilkins did such a tremendous job on the 
February 8, 1959 NBC pl'()gram with Chet Hunt-
ley and Thomas Waring, editor of the Charleston, J 
S. C. News and Courier, that he removed e. good ,J 
deal of the sting from the Huntley thesis.) I 
~ 
Respectfully submitted, 
Harry Fleischman 
• Secretary 
Mass Media COlllmittee, CCD. 1, 
HF/hw 1, 
MMCCD 1, 1 
1 
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